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Standardizing searches 
is difficult

• Many possible questions

• Performance (in DAS < 10 sec...)

• Server stability 
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Some requirements

• Perform a complex search in a standardized 
but simple way

• Get a list of IDs, genome coordinates
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A use case

• PDB advanced search

http://chili.rcsb.org/pdb/rest/my developmental server:
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• Name of query

• Parameters as key/value pairs

• Join operation between multiple queries
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• also available via SOAP...

• also PDB - UniProt alignment DAS server 
(SIFTS)

Tuesday, March 10, 2009



• client API/library?

• other result types (sequences/ mmCif 
items) 

• bi-directional web services (data exchange 
with other bio websites - Pfam/Hmmer)
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• RCSB-PDB web site: 

• Phil Bourne, Peter Rose

• Wolgang Bluhm, Gregg 
Quinn, Bojan Beran, Ben 
Yukich

• Viewers:  Rick Berger, 
John Beaver  
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We are hiring...
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